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Undiscovered Culture 

 Driving around downtown Miami, your eyes take in the surroundings, constantly 

searching, looking for danger.  But with this attitude, people miss the real downtown:  

The place of culture, teaming not with thieves and bums, but artists.  Instead of glaring 

around you wondering if someone’s going to shoot you, notice the environment and you 

may be surprised at what you find.  Undiscovered art can be found on almost every street. 

Whether its graffiti, statues, or some other form of modern art that is undistinguishable to 

you, the art is there, all around you.  In some places, it seems almost to be a gimmick to 

attract people’s attention, in others it seems to be an attempt to brighten the atmosphere, 

while in yet others it’s just people expressing themselves publicly.   

 Art has always been a big part of culture, whether in some obscure village in 

Africa, or in a back alley in a big city in the U.S.  Since ancient times it has been a way 

for people to express themselves.  From the crude paintings on cave walls, to the vague 

figures made of molten metal we call modern art.  With art come both those who create 

it, and those who appreciate it.  Some art isn’t even appreciated until its creator is long 

gone.  Today graffiti is seen by some as vandalism;  but for all we know, one day in the 

future, graffiti could be the new vogue, with whole walls in museums set aside just for 

artists to create masterpieces.  True, in some cases graffiti can be wrong, such as when it 

covers street signs, or interferes with someone’s business.  But for the most part, it is just 

an outlet that these people have found to express their feelings, and maybe rebel a little in 



a nonviolent way.  
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 It might even be that these “urban art forms” are ways for the kids in these parts 

of town to express themselves in a passive way.  Even kids that come from the most 

violent, drug-ridden cities can use their experiences to form their own type of art, through 

rapping and graffiti.  Plus, the success of other young rappers gives these youths hope.  It 

gives them something to work at.  Other times the art done by people can brighten a 

neighborhood, making it better and more enjoyable for others. 
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 Now other people are getting into the art craze.  You can find modern art outside 

stores and even clubs, meant to draw a person’s eye to the establishment.  Even these 

pieces help though.  While they were created as a gimmick to increase a venue’s flow of 

customers, they end up becoming public works of art, appreciated in their own right.  

Some people may even drive or walk around downtown just to admire the art.  The city 

has taken note of this and decorated public areas such as parks and even under highways.  

It could even be a way of lowering the rate of violence, because the art helps brighten the 

gloomy atmosphere and cheers people up. 
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 Inevitably as with any movement, there are the people that strive to take 

advantage of the popularity of art.  One can even find vacant fields being used to display 



enormous statues for sale and nothing else.  Numerous art galleries and stores can be 

found as well.  This can also help raise the value of properties.  As more and more people 

come to a certain area, it attracts entrepreneurs who in turn open more stores, which in 

turn attract more people.  In this way downtown is becoming less a place where the 

homeless congregate and more a place for people to promenade and shop.  There are new 

buildings being built all the time, from apartment houses to offices to a new opera house. 
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 Soon downtown won’t be a place that you have to be constantly on your guard for 

predators.  It will be a place to relax, shop, and just enjoy the diverse culture that Miami 

is famous for.  It might even become the next Aventura or even South Beach.  Among all 

the other things popping up in downtown, clubs are taking hold of the area.  In the past 

year two clubs have opened and been instant hits.  So maybe downtown will be the 

culmination of the spirit of South Florida; it will have the new condos and apartments 

like Aventura, the clubs and nightlife of South Beach, and the culture and arts of all of 

South Florida all in one place. 


